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Summary:

One-third of the 100 Senate seats are up for election every two years and on November 4, 2008, voters will select 34 Senators across the U.S.  These senators will serve a six-year term from January 3, 2009, through January 2, 2015.  

The November 2006 election gave Democrats a slim majority – 51 to 49.  Going into this election, the Democrats are at an advantage because 22 of the 34 seats are held by Republicans giving the Democrats a much easier time defending the 12 seats that are up for re-election this cycle.  Eight of the 33 are first-term Senators; only one of these is a Democrat.   In addition, five senators have announced retirement.
This election cycle has turned out to be an interesting contest as November 4th approaches.  NATA has been closely following the U.S. Senate races this year and has put together the following list of the 10 most highly contested races.    
	STATE
	Candidates
	Snapshot of Race

	
	Incumbents in bold; challengers in italics
	

	ALASKA
	Ted Stevens (R) vs. Mark Begich (D)
	Stevens, seeking an 8th Senate term, is facing indictment charges while polls show he is below 50%.  He currently serves on the following committees: Appropriations, Commerce, Science and Transportation, Homeland Security, and Rules.  Begich, currently the Mayor of Anchorage, Alaska, could win depending on the outcome of the Stevens indictment proceedings.

	COLORADO (Open seat vacated by retiring Senator Wayne Allard R)
	Bob Shaffer (R) vs. Mark Udall (D)
	Shaffer, a former congressman (1997-2003), was elected to the Colorado State Board of Education in 2006.  Udall, a 5th term congressman for the 2nd district of CO, currently serves on the Armed Services, Natural Resources, Science and Technologies Committees.

	LOUISIANA
	John Kennedy (R) vs. Mary Landrieu (D)
	Kennedy, State Treasurer (3rd term) who switched parties in August 2007 to join the Republican Party, is challenging Landrieu on fiscal responsibility and energy policy, Kennedy.  Landrieu, seeking 3rd Senate term, currently sits on the following committees:  Appropriations, Energy and Natural Resources, Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, and Small Business. Landrieu is one of the most vulnerable incumbents this election cycle and has distanced herself from the Democratic party during this election cycle.  She was among the last to endorse Democratic Presidential Nominee Barrack Obama.

	MAINE
	Susan Collins (R) vs. Tom Allen (D)
	Collins, running unopposed and seeking a 3rd term, is currently the Ranking Member on the Special Aging Committee and also sits on the Armed Services and Homeland Security Committees.  Allen, currently a 6th term Member of Congress representing the 1st district in Maine, sits on the House Budget and Energy and Commerce Committees.  Collins is expected to win by a narrow margin.

	MINNESOTA
	Norm Coleman (R) vs. Al Franken (D)
	Coleman, seeking second term, currently sits on the following committees:  Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, Foreign Relations, Homeland Security and Government Affairs.  Franken, a TV comedy writer and longtime Democratic activist, is challenging Coleman.  Coleman has a one percentage point lead, 48% to 47%, making this an interesting Senate race to watch.

	MISSISSIPPI
	Roger Wicker (R) vs. Ronnie Musgrove (D)
	Wicker, a former congressman, was appointed after Trent Lott (R) resigned.  The election is for the four years remaining in the term.  Musgrove is a former governor (2000-2004).  Wicker is favored to win; however, the Democratic Senatorial Committee has contributed a lot of resources to this race.

	NEW HAMPSHIRE
	John Sununu (R) vs. Jeane Shaheen (D)
	Sununu, completing his first term as the youngest member of the U.S. Senate, currently sits on the Commerce, Science and Transportation, Finance, Foreign Relations, Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs and Joint Economic Committees.  Shaheen, first female governor of NH (1997-2003), won the primary nomination on Sept. 9th.  Sununu, viewed until recently as the GOP’s most endangered senator, now leads Shaheen 52% to 45%.

	NEW MEXICO (Open seat vacated by retiring Senator Pete Dominici (R)
	Steve Pearce (R)  vs. Tom Udall (D)
	Pearce,  a congressman representing the 2nd District in NM, narrowly won his party nomination.  He currently sits on the Financial Services and Natural Resource Committees in the U.S. House of Representatives.  Udall, also a congressman representing the 3rd District in NM, ran unopposed in the primary.  Udall is leading the polls and fundraising dollars.  He currently sits on the House Committee on Appropriations.  Udall is leading in the polls 51% to 44% and expected to win.

	OREGON
	Gordon Smith (R) vs. Jeff Merkley (D)
	Smith, seeking a 3rd term, currently sits on the following committees: Commerce, Science and Transportation, Energy and Natural Resources, Finance, and Indian Affairs.  Merkley has been Oregon's Speaker of the House since 1998.  The race seems to favor the incumbent however the race could have a different result come November.

	VIRGINIA (Open Seat due to retirement of John Warner (R)
	Jim Gilmore (R) vs. Mark Warner (D)
	Gilmore, a former governor (1998-2002), was nominated by the GOP with 50.31% of the vote in a two-way contest.  Warner, also a former governor (2002-2006), was unopposed in the primary.  Current poll shows Warner leading Gilmore by 30%.
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