
 

FY2018 Transportation Funding Bill Supports NATA Requests for Aviation Businesses  

Proves Budget Process No Justification for ATC Privatization 

Washington, DC, July 17, 2017 – This evening, the House Appropriations Committee approved 

the Fiscal Year 2018 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development funding bill, providing 

the Federal Aviation Administration with $16.6 billion for the fiscal year beginning on October 

1st. The legislation also contains several provisions sought by NATA on behalf of the aviation 

business community. The following is a statement by NATA President Martin Hiller: 

“NATA thanks the House Appropriations Committee for rejecting the Trump Administration’s 

proposal to short-fund the agency. The Committee-approved legislation provides an additional 

$434 million above President Trump’s request, continuing the trend by Congress of providing 

additional FAA funding, averaging 103% of the agency’s request over the last ten years alone,” 

stated Hiller. “This demonstrates yet again the congressional budget process is not a legitimate 

justification for privatizing the nation’s air traffic control system.” 

The legislation also contains report language highlighting several issues brought to the 

Committee’s attention by NATA, including: 

 

  - Repair stations: requesting the FAA look at streamlining the certificate process for MROs 

with multiple locations. 

  - Part 135 impact study: directing the FAA to update its study of the Part 135 community. The 

last available data was from 2011. 

  - Small business pilot opportunities: reporting to the Committee on ways the agency can 

streamline the Single Pilot Part 135 air carrier certificate process, an important part of 

creating new business opportunities and providing additional career paths for pilots. 

“NATA appreciates the Committee’s ongoing support of general aviation and for acting 

favorably on our requests made on behalf of the aviation business community. We hope the 

House leadership will quickly schedule this legislation for floor consideration,” Hiller 

concluded.   

#       #       # 

 

The National Air Transportation Association (NATA) has been the voice of aviation business for over 75 years. Representing 

nearly 2,300 aviation businesses, NATA’s member companies provide a broad range of services to general aviation, the airlines 

and the military and NATA serves as the public policy group representing the interests of aviation businesses before Congress 

and the federal agencies. For more information about NATA, please 

visit www.nata.aero, www.twitter.com/nataaero or www.facebook.com/nataaero.  

https://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/thudfy18_07.10.17_xml.pdf
http://nata.aero/data/files/gia/nata%20asks%20in%20thud%20approps%20fy18%20funding%20bill.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/23928.pdf
http://nata.aero/PressRelease/?id=885##TrackClick##http://www.nata.aero/
http://nata.aero/PressRelease/?id=885##TrackClick##http://www.twitter.com/nataaero
http://nata.aero/PressRelease/?id=885##TrackClick##http://www.facebook.com/nataaero


 

Senate Appropriators Reject Air Traffic Control Privatization 

Include NATA-Supported Provisions to Enhance Safety and Regulatory Consistency 

Washington, DC, July 27, 2017 – Today, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved the 

Fiscal Year 2018 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development funding bill, providing the 

Federal Aviation Administration with $16.97 billion in total budgetary resources for the fiscal 

year beginning on October 1st. The legislation rejects the Trump Administration’s proposal to 

privatize the nation’s air traffic control system and provides $1.1 billion for FAA’s Next 

Generation Air Transportation System (NextGen), and additional resources to fund airport 

improvements. The legislation also includes provisions sought by NATA on behalf of the 

aviation business community. The following is a statement by NATA President Martin Hiller: 

“NATA commends Senate Appropriators for rejecting the Trump Administration’s proposal to 

privatize the nation’s air traffic control system. The Committee-approved legislation continues to 

demonstrate the lack of necessity for ATC privatization, giving the FAA nearly $900 million 

more than the Trump Administration requested, including over a billion dollars to support the 

FAA’s ongoing NextGen modernization program.” 

“We also thank the Committee for its inclusion of Senator Jerry Moran’s (R-KS) amendments on 

behalf of aviation business to enhance Part 135 safety and regulatory consistency. The 

amendments direct the FAA to determine and collect additional data points to better assess safety 

trends and identify areas for potential improvement within the on-demand air charter community; 

and complete work on the top recommendation of the agency’s Regulatory Consistency ARC, an 

electronic guidance library that eliminates outdated or conflicting policies. NATA and the entire 

aviation business community is deeply indebted to Senator Moran for his continued support, 

including his unwavering opposition to ATC privatization,” Hiller continued. 

“NATA is also appreciative of Chairmen Cochran (R-MS) and Collins (R-ME) and Ranking 

Members Leahy (D-VT) and Reed (D-RI) for their ongoing commitment to general aviation. The 

additional resources the Committee provided the FAA will keep air traffic control modernization 

on schedule and offer airports the first funding increase for infrastructure in seven years. This is 

a solid, comprehensive piece of legislation benefiting the entire aviation community, and we 

look forward to its speedy consideration by the full Senate,” Hiller concluded.  

#       #       # 

The National Air Transportation Association (NATA) has been the voice of aviation business for over 75 years. Representing 

nearly 2,300 aviation businesses, NATA’s member companies provide a broad range of services to general aviation, the airlines 

and the military and NATA serves as the public policy group representing the interests of aviation businesses before Congress 

and the federal agencies. For more information about NATA, please 

visit www.nata.aero, www.twitter.com/nataaero or www.facebook.com/nataaero.  
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